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the box in her hands that not a drop of the sweet ointment might he kept back from His holy Head? If thus you stand in relation to the adornments of your life, then happy are you: " so shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of God and man."
And this consideration. I would urge upon you; that not only is a life of easy independence, with multiplied sources of enjoyment, a wasting of the noblest powers of man through, its sensuality, however refined that sensuality maybe; but in such a life you find openings into spheres of engaging interest, which profess to be mansions in your heavenly Father's house. I mean, for instance, that the pursuit of beauty and love of art may become the dominant interest of life instead of God. It may be made, not the honourable subject of a profession (for that, like other professions, is compatible with, the Sermon on the Mount), but a study, a grave and earnest study, the work and end of your present being, as if you came into the world chiefly to bear witness to the truth of art; and then it is in iho sight of Almighty God sheer tiloluln/.
Some, 1 am. aware, carry this to the ex tout of saying that unless the artist has a pun* low of God his art degenerates. One of the chastest writers upon paintmg with whom I am uc>